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GOVERNOR THORNBURGH'S STATEMENT:

HARRISBURG (April 3) -- "Mz. Harold Dentan b:leggd =g -
earlier tonight on the situation at Three Mile Isl‘nd. He
told me that :hf hydrogen bubble has dissipnted. that the
reac:or core is stable, and that he and his associates ace
considering various plans to bring it F° a safe shutdovn.

“I am, o? cou:s;. gratified by this gcod news. All
Pennsylvanians owe Mz. Denton .their gratitude for the cool,
cezpetent, and responsible job I believe he is doing, not only-
Lh'pcai:c:ing operations at the plant, but in reper:ing his
tinding; to an anxious public as well. /

“"When I asked for a leading expert tc provide me with
reliable information as a basis for cdecisions I must make,
President Cacter made y@:: appears to be a superlative che;ce.

-and I commend him for i:. . : S
' "As many of you know, one of the most serious problems we
have in this episode has been the unending flow of rurmors .
hurled at us from a variety of sources.

"Some of the sources’of these rumors never bave been to
Thzee Miie Island. "Some of them never have been to Hh;;isbu:g.
Somg’l dare say, never have been to Pennsylvania. iy

“yet their claims and sPeculations have been no szall
barcier to our effort ‘to keep things in proper pez;;eczive
du:ini these seven days of tension.

’ "A nuclear lpccinlil; was quoted :;dcy as obsecving that
alarring reporss probably caus;z more psychological he:z= tharn

did the radiation itself. ' L )
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“I think there {s truth in that statement. The fact is that
at no timo have a variety of .test measurements shown levels of o
rcontanination that verc dangarous to nor%ally healthy peogle. ‘e

At no time have the measurements remotely approached'the dnnset.‘-.

point in our aiz, our water., or our milk. %

*To deal with these rumors, I have opencd a 24-hour citizens
irfoz=3%ion center, so that the people of Pennsylvecnia can_qe:.‘f
the fac:s they need, when they need them, and so that Je in -
gocveznment can be betf;z informed abcut the questions of greazes:
concezn to the people we se;ve.' The telephone nunter is
(800) 912-078<. % 0

°I have placed, and I will continue to place, the publi
health an2 salety as my paramcunt consideration in this pericd.
For that reason, I've been takL;g, and I will continue to take, - -
every precautionzry measure that is at all warranted by the face:s.

“for that reason, I am continuing my advisozy that presnant
wozen and preschool children stay out of the acea uithi; five miles
of the plant. 4 .

"For thet reason, I an cortinuing my advisory that the schccls
ir the acea -- AND TAAT AREZN ONLY =-- regain closed. .

“For that reason, I am holdinc precautionary €hiprments oZ

KI- medicine :haF wese sent to us, and I will qrdesc them distsibused
i o=ly ugcn what I recazd as a caln and reasonable finding fre=
fececal and state health authorities that sach a dissribution is
‘. =

necessary.”

*zhe news this evening is bettez. I think we all can hold to

4 .
a reasonable opinion that the prospects for a catastzophic event

irave lessened. We must novw brqin'the long and perhaps more azcduous
task of assessing what the long term consequences of this even: winl
.be and that will need the help of every American. =i
'3hank you,I will take questions.” g l : .
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Governor, e=-i——inaudible-=~---- have been grossly
exagerated that we hidve nothing to fear? %

No, it is not. I think there have been sevg;nl-{nsfun:!f’-
where exageration and distortions and mis-statenents have, *
been counterproductive in efforts to keep an aura.

of calm and one in which we can make a dispassionate
assesgnent of the true facts.

Governor, in his briefing this afternoon, Mr. Denton seerce2
quite confident that everything was under control and’

that there was no more hazard, certainly no more hazard

of a hydrogen explosion or anything like that. Why

in that light have you been keeping doors locked?

His advice tb me ‘and .the advice of those persons who are
charged in state government with the health snd safety . -~
of the residents of the area, is still that there is

a risk to pregnant women and preschool children in the

area vithin the five mile radius of the plant and

as a precaution.ry measure we have continued with our

advice that they not remain or tTavel to that acea.

-------—=inaudible== =--=e~-

The risk as I ax advised is that interm=ittent emissicns
because of the particular susceptibility to radiation
of women in pregnancy and preschool children, could have

some adverse effects. o

Governor you are criticizing and probably well =o

reports 0f ==———w—.and unsubstantiated reports -
yet for the past two-and-a-half days. you and the xnembers
of the press office have been almost totally inaccessible
to us. Our phone calls remain unanswered. Doors are

. being closed. We cannot get through to your press secrezacy,

for information that we need. How can we get the informa-
tion if we cannot get through to you or.your people?

Well, let me say this about information. I think my
concern, and I suspect your concern, and I know the
concerns of the people of Pennsylvania, have been withk
rewitct to the technical status of the situation at Three-
Mils Island. The very people that I am critical of fo:
icresponsible statements would find some additional
fodder for zheir analysis if I were to have stated ny
views on those critical technical situations. I a= not
technically competent to pass judgement on the efforts
that have been undertaken in the last day and a half at
Three Mile Island. I have been fully briefed on it, I
think that the important charge that I have as Governor
is to look after the health and safety of the people of
Pennsylvania has been met through the daily advisories
that ve have given to those people in the affected areas.
I am perhaps, overly sensitive to my technical incapabilities.
I have made it a point in any meetins with the press so
far, to even avoid the use of the word millirem, because

I con't really know what a millirem means. If you have
been denied information by myself or the members ‘of my
staff, I am sorry. We had an extraordinary number of nevs
people here. We have tried to be responsive.

To follow up on that,do you feel that the'flow if informa-
t{on from a technical standpoint hai been adequate?

I co.

-more-
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Inaudible-==- -normal circumstances or even .ess than
insudible. Why are you still having
the volun:ary ban on pregnant wvomen or is there something
else we don't kfioWee-—==e=-trust those figures or do yops
not trust those tiqurcs? ; .

I think I Lndxcatcd that the suggestion that pregnant
women and preschool children remain out of the area within
a five mile radius of the plant was based on advice

to me that they are part.cularly susceptible even to the
low levels of radiation that iiave been emitted during

the tise following the incident.
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On normal levels doel that mean thet they lhould 2h
never be in that area? 3 > -

«
The levels now are norral, but we have not brouqht
this incident to a complete termination anéd I thénkx in
the case of people who are particularly susceptidle to
radiation responsible to advise them that they should
be cautious about returning to the area.

Governor, would you say that the worst is over?

I am saying that in my opinion that we stand at a poin:
vhere the chances of any catastrophic event have beer
greatly reduced., that may Zean that the worse (g over.

But I am not so sure that it doesn’t mean that ve are
approaching a much more crucial interval for the futur€

of central Pennsylvania from the point of view of public’
health, environmental integrity and the econormic developrent
of this area.

How long should pregnant woman and pre-school childrcen be
expected to stay awvay from their homes. -~ irauvdible--
How long must they stay away?

At least, they are free to return. My advice is that they

not do it. It is based on a technical reading from Mr. Dentcn
that will last presently until he gives me a supplemental

or an additional briefing that indicates that in our

opinion that it is safe to return.

Governor, you said that a moment ago that you did not

use the term millirem because you did not understand what
it means. You have been briefed by Mr. Denton for a week
and I knov he has made —inaudible-- sense. Do you know
anymore about this situation than we do or is Denton the
only one who really knows - he keeps sayinc it is up to
you to decide who should go in and ot of areas. But is
he the one who really is making the decisions based on
how he breifs you.

I think Mr. Denton is th« vest available source of the
technical information that I and my health and environsental
and emergeny management end logistics people need to make
the decisions that are our responsibility.

People in the area have said that they would like to know
either nov or after this is over - what the effect of radiatior.
has been on their body. Now the other day ve asked Mr. Denton
soze Questions he said that it would be up to the state to
give the people an answer. Have you formulated eny plans

for these people to be screened?

Well I think the txno for formulation of those kinds of

plans will have to awvait the totminltion of the event. One

of the things that will be extremely izportant and I think
productive for the future of environncntll nealth, public
health of this countcy is a thorough evaluation and assessgment
following an investigation of the facts in their entirety
relating to this circumstance. we will certainly take
wvhatever steps are necessary to enhance our capability to
unde:s;nnd precisely what happened and haw we can better
respond.

-more= -
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Row would you answer their immediate concerns about
their health? a=crw

.

< ¥ =
About their health? I would frankly answer it = I dQﬁ't-Enow.

Governor, you made a statement a moment ago about possible
entering more crucial period now. What do you mean by tha:
and wvhat is your preliminary assessment what this is going
to mean to central Fennsylvanian's?

.

What I meant was, that when you folks are all gone we will-

be here in Fennsylvania struggling with the need to deal

with :esidual public health problems, anvironmental integrity
the effect’that.this may have had on the economy,of Pcnnuylven-
including our Agricultural economy, and right now I can't

tell you what those effects are. This is an unprecedented”
event with respect to the impact to all three of those areas.
And it means that we have a substantial rebuilding job to

do after we assess wvhat damage may have occurred.

Have you had any input so far as to what econcmic debts
you may face?

No. I really think that the time to agsess and evaluate
and study these kinds of incidences is not when you are

in mid-streaz. And I think that are task will be initially
to carry out just such a assessrent as sonn as things
return more than normal. ~

With all :be disruptions that this incident has brought

to this rather large area of central Pennsylvania in the
last week, would you as Governor prefer to see that facility
remair closed forever.

I think we will have to wait an assessment of precisely
what happened, whether it can be rectified by appropriate
safety measures, what the recommnendation are that result
from the investigation that President Carter has promised
to undertake and then we will make a decision. I will
certainly say this -~ that the burden of proof of those .
on those who would press for the early resumption of
operations on Three Mile Island is extremely heavy.

Governor, are you going to ask for any kind of federal
assistance -- inaudibla ~-

Rave you already.

We have not asked for any financial assistance, we are
receiving of course the assistance in emergency preparedness
and in logistical support and advice on technical matters.
But frankly, we are most anxious to bring this whole °
situation to a close so that we can assess the damage and
seek whatever we can in the way of federal help which I
expect to be generously given.

== inaudible --

Not at this time, no.

-more=
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Governor, has Mr. Denton Given you any kind
of a timetable, at least tentative, as to vhen hs -
might expesct a cold shut-down? *Pe

No. ® s

Governor. will any more nuclear plants be welcomed
in the Commonwealth?

I have alvays expressed my concern about the safety of
nuclear energy facilities in this Commonwealth. As I

I indicated in respcnse to the previous question I think =
those who would press for any expansion of present nuclea:
energy facidities in this state have a very hclvghhurc.n
to prove to ms 80 far as this Pennsylvanian is cn:nud.

Only one more question please. the Governor has anothor d
committment.

Governor, there is an addition -=- inaudible -- what
are your feelings about that unit presumably --inaudible--.

I think that I would express my feeling that anyone who
wvants to resume Or expand nuclear energY facilities in this
state has a pretty heavy burden with this Pennsylvanian.
Thank you.
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